Preliminary Schedule for the Course in Research Methodology and Scientific Writing and Reading in the Honours BSc-programmes in Animal Science and in Economics and Management

10-20 July 2012   NW A&F University Yangling

Lecturers:

Mr. Egbert Kanis (Lecturer in Animal Science and Scientific Writing)

Mrs. Loes Maas (Lecturer in Research Methodology)

	Tuesday 10 July Morning (8.30-12 hrs)
	Tuesday 10 July Afternoon (14.30-16.30)

	Kanis/Maas:

· Organisation of the course

Maas:

Lecture topics:

· Introduction in scientific research

· Distinctions within scientific research

· Research process:

· Empirical Cycle

· Intervention Cycle
	Students work on group assignments (on problem statement) in class

Lecturers around for questions and feedback
	Kanis

· Science and Scientific Writing
· Characteristics of title and abstract

	Students compare two abstracts (from AS and E&M article) with help of a list of questions. 
Mixed groups of AS and E&M students. Lecturers around for questions and feedback 



	
	
	Schedule for interviews made up and published

	Wednesday 11 July Morning
	Wednesday 11 July Afternoon (14:30-15:30)

	Maas

Lecture topics:

· Formulating a research problem
· Research objective

· Research questions
	Students work on group assignments (on research questions) in class 

Lecturers around for questions and feedback
	Kanis

Lecture topics:

· Components of a scientific article

· Publication process
	After 15:30 students individually read their article critically and collect their problems with it.

	
	
	Individual interviews with students 

(4 by Kanis, 4 by Maas) (16:00-18:00 hrs)

	Thursday 12 July Morning
	Thursday 12 July Afternoon (14:30-16:30)

	Maas

Lecture topics:

· Formulating Specific Research Questions

· Helpful Tools

· Operationalisation of concepts
	Students work on group assignments (on specific research questions and operationalisation) in class

Lecturers around for questions and feedback
	Kanis

Lecture topics:

· Making of a scientific poster and assignment on that

· Methodological questions will be given 
	Students discuss in groups their problems with their article.
Lecturers around for questions and feedback. 
Hereafter students should understand their article.

	
	
	Individual interviews with students 

(3 by Kanis, 3 by Maas)(16:45-18:15 hrs)


	Friday 13 July Morning
	Friday 13 July Afternoon (14:30-16:30)

	Maas

Lecture topics:
· Validity and reliability

· Causality

· Hypotheses

· Introduction on the research designs 

· Experimental Designs
	Students work on group assignment (on experimental design) in class 

Lecturers around for questions and feedback
	Kanis

Lecture topics: 

· Tables and Figures and assignments on that
	Students work on assignments on Tables and Figures (make first outline) and make final versions at home with Excel. 
Lecturers around for questions and feedback

	
	
	Individual interviews with students 

(3 by Kanis, 3 by Maas)(16:45-18:15)

	Saturday 14 July: 

No lectures
	Handing in Assignments on Tables and Figures (Kanis) before 18:00 hrs

	Monday 16 July Morning
	Monday 16 July Afternoon (14:30-16:30)

	Maas

Lecture topics:

· Cross sectional designs
· Sampling (random
      designs) 
	Students work on group assignments (on cross sectional design) in class

Lecturers around for questions and feedback
	Kanis
Lecture topics:

· Feed back on Tables and Figures

· Thesis proposal
	After 16:30 students work on methodological questions and poster 

	
	
	Individual interviews with students 

(3 by Kanis, 3 by Maas) (16:45-18:15)

	Tuesday 17 July Morning
	Tuesday  17 July Afternoon

	No lectures

Students work on article.

Individual interviews with students

(5 by Kanis, 5 by Maas)
	No lectures

Students work on article

Individual interviews with students

(5 by Kanis, 5 by Maas)

	Wednesday 18 July Morning
	Wednesday 18 July Afternoon (14:30-16:30)

	Maas

Lecture topics:

· Case study designs

· Sampling (non-random designs)


	Students work on group assignment (on case study design) in class

Lecturers around for questions and feedback
	Handing in Assignment on Analysis of Article

Handing in final version of poster

Kanis
Lecture topics:

· Intro Wageningen

	
	
	Individual interviews with students 

(3 by Kanis, 3 by Maas)(16:45-18:15)

	Thursday 19 July Morning
	Thursday 19 July Afternoon

	Maas: 

Lecture topics:

Methods of data collection
	Students work on group assignment in class
	No lectures

Time to prepare for test

	
	
	Individual interviews with students (if necessary)

	Friday 20 July Morning
	Friday 20 July Afternoon (14:30-16:00)

	8:30-9:30 hrs
Written test on lectures Maas

Discussion on test (correct answers)
	Maas
· Plenary Feedback on Analysis of scientific article E&M students
	Kanis/Maas

· Discussion on posters in groups

	
	Kanis
· Plenary Feedback on Analysis of scientific article AS students 
	


